
Woburn License Commission 

Special Meeting 

Committee Room  

Tuesday, July 6, 2021 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington, Commissioner David Gilgun 

and Commissioner William Pappalardo 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Capt. John Murphy, liaison to the License Commission, and 

Ward 3 Alderman Jeffrey Dillon 

 

Chairman Skeffington convened a special meeting of the License Commission at 5:30 p.m. 

 

1. St. Charles Borromeo Church, 280 Main Street, Woburn, MA, application for a 

special 1-day liquor license for a festival on July 10, 2021, from 5-11 p.m.: 

Representing St. Charles Borromeo Church were Fr. John Capuci and Fr. Raphael Pinto, 

280 Main Street, Woburn, MA. Fr. Capuci apologized for not submitting the paperwork 

for the special 1-day license earlier. He said the festival is a great event that brings the 

Brazilian community together. He said the festival is usually held in June but due to 

considerations with Covid-19, the event will be held in July this year, and they got off to 

a late start with organization. He said the food is great and a splendid time is guaranteed 

for all. Chairman Skeffington said this is the second time the commission has held a 

special meeting for this event. He asked the St. Charles officials to please adhere to the 

commission’s rules in the future. Fr. Capuci said there are steps that are being taken to 

ensure the application is always filed in time in the future. Chairman Skeffington asked if 

anyone in the audience wished to address the commission in regard to the petition. 

Alderman Dillon said this is a very important event to St. Charles. He said the church 

does great work for the community. He said the church helps out a lot of folks who are 

less fortunate. He said this event is one of the parish’s biggest fundraisers. Capt. Murphy 

said this event has been held before and there have been no problems. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if all the alcohol servers will be Tips-certified. Fr. Capuci said they 

will. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun 

to grant the special 1-day liquor license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0.  
 

2. Dave & Buster’s 271 Mishawum Road, application for extended hours for a UFC 

event on July 10, 2021: Representing the petitioner was Brian Cunningham, General 

Manager, Dave & Buster’s, 271 Mishawum Road, Woburn. MA. Mr. Cunningham said 

Dave & Buster’s is looking to extend their hours on July 10 until the end of the last bout. 

He said they will stick to the guidelines normally imposed by the License Commission. 

Capt. Murphy said Dave & Buster’s has held these events before and follows the rules 

scrupulously. Chairman Skeffington asked Mr. Cunningham how Dave & Buster’s is 

doing in the post Covid-19 period. Mr. Cunningham said last weekend was their biggest 

weekend since they re-opened, due to the holiday and the poor weather. Chairman 

Skeffington said Dave & Buster’s got the short end of the stick with the Covid 

regulations. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

commission in regard to the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the request for 



extended hours with the following stipulations: Last call at 12:30 a.m.; all drinks off the 

table by 1 a.m.; closure of the premises at 1:30 a.m. or upon conclusion of the final bout 

on the card, whichever is later. Also, all non-alcoholic beverages must be served in 

plastic cups; approved, 3-0.  
 

3. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Chairman Skeffington 

asked the clerk about the status of an inquiry into a potential sale of Fortunato’s 

restaurant in Woburn Center. Clerk responded a potential buyer of Fortunato’s came to 

the City Clerk’s office last week inquiring about the procedure to transfer the license. 

Clerk said he sent an email to Fortunato’s attorney and the attorney responded there is a 

pending purchase-and-sale agreement. Chairman Skeffington said with the recent 

reduction in seating requirements, Fortunato’s or its successor could request a full liquor 

license that was approved by special legislation. Clerk said the potential buyer indicated 

he may be able to fit 50 seats into the restaurant. Chairman Skeffington said he has 

spoken to the City Solicitor who said if the full liquor license is granted, the current beer 

and wine license would revert to the commission and become available. Chairman 

Skeffington said he read an article that indicated the manager/CEO at Lord Hobo has 

stepped down due to allegations of sexual harassment. He said a change of manager 

application may be forthcoming. Capt. Murphy said he will have to keep an eye on Lord 

Hobo. Chairman Skeffington said he will send the article to the other members of the 

commission. Commissioner Gilgun said Lord Hobo has expanded its operations on 

Draper Street. Capt. Murphy said Lord Hobo is using other buildings on Draper Street for 

storage. Chairman Skeffington said Lord Hobo’s tap room has a capacity of around 500. 

He said they are getting rave reviews for their food. He said there have been no 

complaints from neighbors. He said Lord Hobo is growing exponentially. Capt. Murphy 

said Lord Hobo products are becoming prevalent anywhere you go.   
 

4. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun 

to adjourn: Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 5:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD                           ______________________________ 

      Gordon Vincent 

                             Clerk of Committees 

   

 

 

 

 


