
Woburn License Commission 

Regular Meeting 

City Council Chamber  

Thursday, August 26, 2021 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington, Commissioner David Gilgun 

and Commissioner William Pappalardo 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Capt. John Murphy, liaison to the License Commission, and 

Ward 3 Alderman Jeffrey Dillon 

 

Chairman Skeffington convened the regular meeting of the License Commission at 6 p.m. 

 

Chairman Skeffington asked to observe a moment of silence for the people who died in the 

terrorist attacks today at Kabul International Airport. 

 

1. Woburn Police Patrolmen’s Association, 25 Harrison Ave., application for a special 

liquor license for a softball tournament at Library Park on from 6-11 p.m. on 

Friday, September 10, 2021, and 9 a.m. – 10 p.m. Saturday, September 11, 2021, 

with rain dates of September 24, 2021, and September 25, 2021: Representing the 

petitioner was Jared Fallon, 25 Harrison Avenue, Woburn, MA. Mr. Fallon said this is 

the annual softball tournament in memory of Woburn Police Officer Jack Maguire. He 

said after last year’s cancellation due to Covid-19 this is the 10th tournament of its kind 

and it will be held this year on the 20th anniversary of the 9/11/01 terrorist attacks. He 

said they are hoping to have a game between members of the Boston Police Dept. and the 

New York Police Dept. on Friday night, which will be the first game at either 7 p.m. or 8 

p.m. He said the tournament will resume on Saturday at 7 a.m. Capt. Murphy said one of 

the reasons this tournament is held is so people don’t forget about Officer Maguire. He 

said the proceeds benefit a scholarship foundation in his name. He said Officer Maguire’s 

wife Desiree attends, even though it is difficult for her. He said all are welcome to attend. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission 

in regard to the application. Alderman Dillon said the tournament benefits a great charity 

and it is a great way to memorialize Officer Maguire, who he said was taken from the 

community too soon. Chairman Skeffington said the softball tournament is a great event 

at which there have never been any problems. He said including an NYPD team on Sept. 

11 is a pretty special thing. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 

Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special license and waive the application fee; 

approved, 3-0.  

 

2. South End Italian Club, 44 Fowle St., application for a special liquor license for a 

members barbecue from noon-8 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021: Representing the 

petitioner was Robert Amari, 44 Fowle Street, Woburn. MA. No one was available to 

represent the applicant. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 

Commissioner Gilgun to table the matter; approved, 3-0. 
 

3. Towanda Club, 19 Abbott St., application for a special liquor license for a members’ 

Family Day from noon-6 p.m. on Sunday, September 26, 2021: Representing the 



petitioner was John Manie, manager, Towanda Club. Mr. Manie said the event is a family 

outing for members, their families and friends. He said licenses bartenders will be serving 

the alcohol. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

board in regard to the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 

license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0. 
 

4. Irish American Club of Woburn, 147 Main St., application for a special liquor 

license for Woburn Friends of VNA Hospice Walk & Road Race from 10 a.m.-8 

p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021: Representing the petitioner was Brian Kelley, 69 

Wyman St., Woburn, MA. Mr. Kelley said this is a joint event involving VNA Hospice 

and the Irish American Club. He said the two entities have been involved in staging this 

event for a number of years. He said he is the current co-chairman of VNA Hospice. He 

said both organizations are always appreciative of the support they get from the city. He 

said the event will be held on October 3, with a 3-mile walk and a 5K run. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission in regard 

to the petition. Alderman Dillon said this is a great charity event. He said he has done the 

walk himself. He said both organizations do great work. Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special license and waive 

the application fee; approved, 3-0. 
 

5. Woburn Kiwanis, application for special license for a Flag Day in the Fall event at 

Library Park from 2-9 p.m. on Saturday, October 2, 2021: Attorney Mark Salvati, 10 

Cedar St., Suite 26, Woburn, MA, sent a letter to the commission requesting a 

continuance until the September meeting. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo 

and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to continue the matter until the commission’s 

meeting on Sept. 16; approved, 3-0. 
 

6. Woburn-Stoneham Elks Lodge #908, 295 Washington Street, applications for 

special liquor licenses for a Pig Roast from noon-8 p.m. on Saturday, September 11, 

2021; an Outside Pats Game from 3-9 p.m. on Sunday, September 12, 2021; a 

Tailgate party Outside from 6-11 p.m. on Thursday, September 23, 2021; and an 

Outside Pats Game from 7-11 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021: Representing the 

petitioner was John Mulrenan, 295 Washington St., Woburn, MA. Mr. Mulrenan said the 

annual pig roast is one of the club’s biggest fundraisers. He said they figured as long as 

they had the outdoor facilities in place they would ask for special licenses for other 

events. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

board in regard to the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 

license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0. 
 

7. Woburn-Stoneham Elks Lodge #908, 295 Washington Street, request for extension 

of hours to serve brunch from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Sunday, September 26, 2021: 

Representing the petitioner was John Mulrenan, 295 Washington St., Woburn, MA. Mr. 

Mulrenan said they want to be open for brunch on the aforementioned date to showcase 

the club. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

board in regard to the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by 



Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 

license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0. 

 

8. Wild Fox Restaurant Group LLC, dba The Fox Den, 474-482 Main Street, Woburn, 

MA, application for a new liquor license at 474-482 Main Street, Woburn, MA: 

Representing the petitioner was Attorney Joseph Tarby, Rubin Rudman LLP, 600 

Unicorn Park Drive, Suite 7, Woburn, MA. Attorney Tarby introduced Julie, Ryan and 

Adam Dziki. Attorney Tarby said Julie Dziki is the proposed manager. He handed out 

menus to the commissioners. He said the applicant is seeking a new liquor license, a 

Common Victualer’s license and a standup drinking permit. He said hours of operation 

will be from 11 a.m. to midnight. He said originally the applicant sought those hours 

Tuesday-Sunday but now they are seeking to keep the restaurant open seven days. He 

said the restaurant will be located in a portion of the former Tanner Tavern on Main 

Street. He said after Tanner Tavern closed, the space was briefly occupied by an Indian 

restaurant and then Black & Orange Bar and Grill. He said all alcohol service will be in a 

large dining area. He said they are in the process of finalizing the standup plan. He said 

the hours of the Common Victualer license will also be 11 a.m. to midnight. He said the 

restaurant will serve a mix of Polish and Portuguese cuisine. He said the petitioners also 

operate the Bit Bar in Salem. He said the proposed floor plan meets all the requirements. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if the new restaurant will be occupying only the right side of 

the Black & Orange Bar and Grill. Attorney Tarby said this is correct. He said current 

plans call for a non-restaurant tenant to occupy the left side of the former Black & 

Orange Bar and Grill. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to 

address the board in regard to the petition. Joseph Spinale, 45 Merrimac Street, said he 

knows the applicants to be very responsible. He said they are good people and he is 

looking forward to seeing what they create in that space. Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the application for a new 

license with the hours to be amended to 11 a.m. to midnight, seven days; approved, 3-0. 

Chairman Skeffington advised the applicants to get to know Capt. Murphy.   
 

9. King of Cool Inc., 1 Rainin Road, application for change of DBA: Representing the 

petitioner was Patrick Dillon, 1 Rainin Road, Woburn, MA. Mr. Dillon said the original 

idea was to call the new restaurant Lucy American’s Tavern, after Lucy Stone. He said 

after discussion they decided to change the name of the restaurant to Sam Walker’s 

Tavern. Mr. Dillon said they did some research and learned Samuel Walker was the first 

person to operate a tavern and an inn in Woburn. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone 

in the audience wished to address the board in regard to the petition. There were no 

respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner 

Gilgun to grant the change of DBA; approved, 3-0. Chairman Skeffington asked Mr. 

Dillon when the restaurant is expected to open. Mr. Dillon said they are putting a wall 

around the patio and they expect to open within 9-10 weeks. Chairman Skeffington said 

the name change adds a nice local flavor to the restaurant. He said he is looking forward 

to the opening of the restaurant. 

 

10. Lord Hobo, 5 Draper Street, status update: The Commission received a letter dated 

August 26, 2021, from Attorney Mark Salvati, 10 Cedar Street, Suite 26, Woburn, MA, 

that was read by Chairman Skeffington as follows: “Dear Mr. Skeffington and 



Commissioners, As you are aware, I represent Lord Hobo. Please be advised that the 

makeup of the day to day operations of Lord Hobo have not changed. The pubbrew 

license is in the name of Lord Hobo Brewing Company LLC, with Daniel Lanigan listed 

as the manager. Mr. Lanigan is still the manager of the brewery and remains in control of 

all aspects of the pub brew license. There was a recent hiring of the new CEO to oversee 

the operational aspect of the Brewery but there was no change to Mr. Lanigan’s status as 

Manager of the brewery and he remains a Manager and Member of the LLC. Following 

advice of separate counsel, Mr. Lanigan has been advised against making any public 

statements for the time being, as such, he will not be attending the Commission meeting 

as requested. We are hopeful this letter puts the Commission at ease regarding any 

information they may have received regarding the brewery. We would be glad to answer 

any other direct questions the Commission may have and will make arrangements to send 

a representative to attend another meeting if requested. Thank you for your attention to 

this matter and please call with any questions. Very Truly Yours, Mark J Salvati.” 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to 

receive the letter from Attorney Salvati and place it on file; approved, 3-0.  

 

11. 304 Restaurant LLC dba Sogno, status update: Representing 304 Restaurant LLC was 

Ronald Martignetti, 304 Cambridge Road, Woburn, MA. Mr. Martignetti introduced Tim 

Conlon, who he said will be working at the restaurant in a management capacity. He said 

Mr. Conlon is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire with a degree in restaurant 

and hospitality management. He said Mr. Conlon has worked at a number of restaurants, 

including Bertucci’s and the Bancroft. He said Mr. Conlon is also an expert on Italian 

wines. Mr. Martignetti said progress toward the opening of the restaurant was delayed by 

Covid-19. He said the restaurant was under construction and they are ready to start again 

within the next 30 days. He said they are excited to get any problems behind them. He 

said they hope to open by the first of the year. Chairman Skeffington asked about the 

zoning issue with the patio. Mr. Martignetti said they have been trying to work out 

appropriate language for the patio. He said there is a proposal before the City Council.  

He said he thinks there will be a resolution that he thinks will go forward. Chairman 

Skeffington said there is also legislation before the City Council to address rooftop and 

outdoor dining. He said his read is every restaurant in the city expect Sogno is covered 

for outdoor dining. He said hopefully there will be a resolution that makes outdoor dining 

more inclusive. Commissioner Pappalardo asked when construction will resume. Mr. 

Martignetti said he expects construction to resume soon. Commissioner Pappalardo asked 

when the restaurant will open. Mr. Martignetti said he hopes the restaurant will open by 

the first of the year.   
 

12. Plearn Park, 383 Main Street, request for transfer of Common Victualer’s license: 

Representing the petitioner were Worakanya Vichitjongkol and Kalyarat Tutrone, 383 

Main Street, Woburn, MA. Ms. Vichitjongkol said they will serve Thai and Asian fusion 

cuisine. Ms. Tutrone said they have unique recipes and invited the commissioners to stop 

by. Ms. Vichitjongkol said the expect to open next week. Clerk said the application lacks 

the signature of the Building Commissioner. He said the Building Dept. is expected to 

conduct an inspection next week. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience 

wished to address the commission in regard to the petition. There were no respondents. 

Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to 



grant the transfer of the Common Victualer’s license contingent upon receipt of the 

complete application with the Building Commissioner’s signature; approved, 3-0. 
 

13. Salad Works, 300 Mishawum Road, request for change of hours: Chairman 

Skeffington said the request is to change the Sunday closing hour from 8 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

He said there are no other changes. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the 

audience wished to address the commission in regard to the petition. There were no 

respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner 

Gilgun to grant the request for change of hours; approved, 3-0. 
 

14. Update on Common Victualer license renewals: Clerk said there are still three 

outstanding Common Victualer’s renewals – W Café, Brothers Pizza and Andrea’s Pizza. 

He said he sent a cease-and-desist letter to W Café last month. Chairman Skeffington said 

to stay on them. He suggested sending cease-and-desist letters to Brothers Pizza and 

Andrea’s Pizza and invite them to the commission’s next meeting. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to send cease-and-

desist orders to Andrea’s Pizza and Brothers Pizza and invite them to the commission’s 

meeting on September 16, 2021; approved, 3-0.  
 

15. Set date for October mandatory meeting: Chairman Skeffington asked if everyone is 

amendable to meeting at the high school on October 21. There were no objections.  

 

16. Approval of meeting minutes from July 22, 2021: Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to approve the minutes of the meeting 

and July 22, 2021; approved, 3-0. 

 

17. South End Italian Club, 44 Fowle St., application for a special liquor license for a 

members barbecue from noon-8 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021: Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to take the matter 

from the table. No one appeared for the petitioner. Motion made by Commissioner 

Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to continue the hearing until the 

commission’s meeting on Sept. 16; approved, 3-0. 

 

18. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Commissioner Gilgun 

said the commission is in receipt of a letter from the ABCC regarding a file in lieu of 

suspension for Applebee’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill. He said Applebee’s paid a fine of 

$740.40 in lieu of a 3-day license suspension for underage alcohol service and violation 

on the prohibition on reduced price drinks. He said that works about to about $250 per 

day. He said he would appreciate Capt. Murphy speaking with the representative of 

Applebee’s who shows up at the commission’s mandatory meeting for liquor license 

holders in October. Capt. Murphy said he will be explicit. 
 

19. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun 

to adjourn: Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 6:38 p.m. 

 

 

 



A TRUE RECORD                           ______________________________ 

      Gordon Vincent 

                             Clerk of Committees 

   

 

 

 

 

 


