
COMMITTEE ON INFRASTRUCTURE & PUBLIC LANDS 

WOBURN CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Richard Gately, Alderman Robert Ferullo, Alderman 

Darlene Mercer-Bruen, and Alderman Jeffrey Dillon. Absent: Alderman Joanne Campbell 

 

Non-Voting Members present: Alderman Michael Concannon, Alderman Michael Lannan, and 

Alderman Joseph Demers. Absent: President Edward Tedesco 

 

Also present: City Engineer John Corey 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

MOTION made by Alderman Ferullo and seconded by Alderman Mercer-Bruen to dispense 

with the reading of the minutes from the meeting of April 26, 2021, and to approve, all in favor, 

4-0. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Order to authorize Mayor to grant a Street Widening Easement over the former Stoneham 

Branch, now known as the Tri-Community Bikeway, to Montvale Land, LLC: Chairman 

Gately said there is a communication from City Solicitor Ellen Callahan Doucette. He said the 

city wants to take a piece of land for a bike path. He said this is the final draft. He read City 

Solicitor Callahan Doucette’s memo as follows: “I am submitting to the City Council the final 

draft of the Street Widening Easement Agreement (the “Agreement”) between the City and 

Montvale Land, LLC, regarding the easement to be granted for the widening of Hill Street.  I 

have also attached Exhibit B to the Easement Agreement, which may differ slightly from the 

version which accompanied the Order authorizing the Mayor to execute the Easement 

Agreement. To assist in explaining the need for the easement and Agreement, I’ve also attached 

a plan entitled “Hill Street Right of Way” which was marked up by Greg Rheaume of the 

Engineering Department.  The yellow indicates the proposed relocated/widened areas of Hill 

Street; which area is also depicted on the plans submitted for the layout of Hill Street.  The 

Council will note that without the additional easement, shown in green on the marked-up plan, 

Hill Street would narrow at the entrance to the proposed development. For the information of 

those members of the Council who did not participate in the dedication of the old “Stoneham 

Branch” of the railroad for use as the Tri-Community Bikeway (the “Bikeway”), future 

development of the former Kraft property prompted the City to retain rights in 100 linear feet of 

the railroad bed/Bikeway, for purposes such as this.   Given the Bikeway’s location, MassDOT 

approved the City’s retention of rights subject to mandatory requirements should there ever be a 

need to perform work within the Bikeway. Those requirements are included in Section 3 of the 

Agreement and will be performed by Montvale Land during the relocation/widening of Hill 

Street. Thank you for your attention to this matter.” Alderman Mercer-Bruen said she takes no 



exception to City Solicitor Callahan Doucette’s memo. She said this has been an on-going issue. 

She said City Engineer Corey is in the audience if anyone has any questions. City Engineer 

Corey said the grant of easement is all set, pending approval by the City Council. He said some 

additional room is required for the bike path. Motion made by Alderman Mercer-Bruen and 

seconded by Alderman Ferullo that the order “ought to pass;” approved, 4-0.   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

MOTION made by Alderman Mercer-Bruen and seconded by Alderman Ferullo to adjourn, 4-0. 

Chairman Gately adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST                                   ____________________________ 

                                                                                             Gordon Vincent 

                                                                                             Clerk of Committees 
 

 


