
MEETING OF THE 

CITY OF WOBURN 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 – 4:00 P.M.   

COUNCIL CHAMBER 

WOBURN CITY HALL 

  

 

Attending:  Comm. Tina Cassidy, Comm. John Corey, Comm. Lou DiMambro, Comm. Anthony 

Langone, Comm. Peter Socorelis, Comm. Charles Stokes, Comm. Jeffrey Dillon (Chair). 

 

Absent:  Comm. John Duran, Comm. Joseph Foley 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to waive the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve, 

all in favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-04 

 

On the request for speed and trucking traffic on Green Street, City Clerk Higgins stated the 

petitioner could not be her and would like to have this continue to the next meet. Chair Dillon 

stated that Officer Gately, Traffic Officer of Woburn Police Department, was here to testify and 

then the commission could lay the matter on the table. Officer Gately stated that over the last 

month he has contacted the Martignetti Company, Jackson Lumber, No. 3, 5, and 7 Green Street 

and other smaller business in the area to give owners notice about the truck traffic. Officer 

Gately stated 95% of the truck traffic that goes from I-93 to Montvale to Green Street are gypsy 

truck drivers making a one time delivery. Officer Gately stated they are on Green Street every 

morning for the school zones and gave three tickets in 45 minutes. Officer Gately stated he does 

not know how to enforce any more than they are. Officer Gately stated if he does cite the trucks, 

the truck companies appeal it and the court dismisses. Officer Gately stated there is no real teeth  

to it. Officer Gately stated this morning there was a Jordan’s furniture truck, oil truck, a 10 yard 

truck, a box truck, all making deliveries to that area. Officer Gately stated the problem is when a 

truck gets there and realizes it is restricted, it is too late to turn around. Chair Dillon stated he 

appreciates Officer Gately taking the time and it is interesting to note that the courts dismiss such 

tickets. Chair Dillon stated it is good to know so the public knows. Upon inquiry from Comm. 

Corey, Officer Gately confirmed that the majority of trucks are making local deliveries, and a 

couple were construction vehicles. Officer Gately stated both the Martignetti Company and 

Jackson Lumber were going to send out blast emails to distribute, so they are trying. Comm. 

Corey stated a number of these trucks are allowed to be there as they are making local deliveries. 

Comm. Socorelis stated he can validate what Officer Gately stated. Comm. DiMambro stated the 

sign is blended in. Officer Gately stated he did not see that, once you are on Green Street they 

are committed and rather get the $50 ticket then try to get stuck on power lines. Upon inquiry 

from Comm. DiMambro, Comm. Corey stated that they are trying to use the LED signs on 

Storrow drive for vehicle height, and that he can look into that, but they would need city council 

approval and appropriation from the mayor. Comm. Stokes state there is ample signage as there 



are three signs. Comm. Stokes stated they have done speed enforcement and truck traffic, and it 

is the highest enforced street in the city to the expense of other streets. Comm. Stokes stated that 

the data collector was out there 120 days and the average speed is 26 m.p.h., though some do go 

over, but at some point it is 35 m.p.h. there, then goes down to 30 m.p.h. Comm. Stokes stated 

there are three permanent signs there:  as school flashing sign, one further by Frank Street, and a 

no trucking sign. Comm. Stokes stated this has been beaten up and services have been rendered. 

Chair Dillon stated the petitioner could not make it and would like to table the matter. Motion 

made and 2nd that the matter be laid on the table, all in favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to suspend the rules and take the next three matters out of order, all in 

favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-10 

On the request for crosswalk signage at intersection of Montvale Avenue and Prospect Street, 

and in front of 29A Montvale Avenue, Brenda Wells, 37 Vernon Street, the petitioner, stated that 

she was accompanied by Pastor Allen Johnson of the Anchor Baptist Church. Ms. Wells stated 

there needs to be something at the intersection where the multiplex is and the new building on 

the corner. Ms. Wells stated she would like a blinking yellow light as this is the crosswalk the 

Peterson School members use, and she is concerned when it starts to get darker earlier. Ms. 

Wells stated also, the crosswalk down the hill by the Anchor Baptist Church there was a recent 

accident, where a pedestrian was killed by a neighbor. Ms. Wells stated there are not yellow 

bubbles for handicapped accessible crosswalks. Ms. Wells stated that she wants a sign to alert 

vehicles. Pastor Johnson stated that one morning a child ran across the walkway and an off-duty 

officer drove up on the curve to avoid. Pastor Johnson stated there needs to be flashing lights to 

stop people from walking because do not see the crosswalk. Comm. Stokes stated that this was 

not the first time this h as happened and the second crosswalk should definitely be removed, and 

spacing may be an issue. Comm. Corey stated the DPW Superintendent is not here to answer 

questions but that this was an excellent submission. Comm. Corey stated that some signs may be 

put up as a matter of right. Comm. Corey stated the flashing beacon sign you would need to talk 

to the ward alderman and mayor for funding and to include the handicapped ramps on the 

Chapter 90 funds which should be the course of action. Chair Dillon stated he recalled a sign 

there already. Comm. Langone stated he did not see anything as we went out earlier in the day. 

Ms. Well stated that there is a MBTA bus sign and a no parking sign and that she would like 

more signage and lighting. Pastor Johnson stated the blinking light catches the attention of 

drivers, and high school students also use this crosswalk. Pastor Johnson states that on Sunday 

mornings he has someone stand out there with a stop sign. Comm. Socorelis stated he drives 

defensively in that area as people think they can just walk out into the crosswalk. Comm. 

Socorelis stated he is always looking when he crosses by Marcos and Tremontes. Comm. Stokes 

stated that there needs to be more signage and it is inherently dangerous with crossing a street. 

Comm. Langone stated he agreed the crosswalk should be removed and that there is a history of 

fatalities there. Comm. Langone stated if it is not ADA compliant it should be. Councilor 

DiMambro stated that he sympathizes and is in support of lighting, safety flashing lights, 

reflective paint on walks at night, however, this is a hill and should be removed. Pastor Johnson 

stated the believes people would cross there anyways. Comm. Corey stated signage can be put up 



if people are going to cross there. Comm. Corey can let the DPW Superintended see what signs 

there needs to be and what needs to be for handicap access, blinking lights, and need for funding. 

Motion made and 2nd to send a communication to the Mayor, and the City Council, requesting 

funding for handicap accessibility and flashing beacons at this crosswalk, all in favor, 7-0-2 

(Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-11 

On the request for school speed limit signage and crosswalk signage for streets near the front of 

Woburn Memorial High School which include Montvale Avenue, Eastern Avenue, and 

Campbell Street, Comm. Dillon read a statement from Councilor Demers on the matter. Brenda 

Wells, 37 Vernon Street, the petitioner, stated the new high school building has nothing for 

signage that it is a school zone. Ms. Wells stated she called the Superintendent about this, and 

some signs have gone up. Ms. Wells stated the speed limit should be 20 m.p.h., as it is not 

posted. Comm. Cassidy left the room. Ms. Wells stated that the Eaton Avenue signs at the 

defunct school could be moved over. Comm. Cassidy returned. Comm. Corey stated that if they 

are regulatory and are required and have to be replaced. Comm. Corey stated that reusing the old 

sign is a great idea in theory, but they may have to be updated for compliance. Comm. Corey 

stated he would like the DPW Superintendent to look at it before making a commitment. Ms. 

Wells stated Montvale Avenue is use by the court system and the kids are not paying attention. 

Comm. Langone stated the first step is to review to see if it is a school zone and it looks like it is 

ADA compliant and painted. Comm. Langone stated school zone actuated signs should be a 

requirement since it is high traffic areas. Comm. Corey stated if the signs are old, they are 

generally electrically powered and new equipment is usually solar powered. Comm. Corey stated 

he is not sure which it is and if it can be reused. Ms. Wells stated she is not sure but there is one 

on Bedford Road and Eaton Avenue. Comm. Stokes stated the one on Eaton Avenue does not 

work and is older, obsolete and should be discarded. Comm. Stokes stated the signs are still there 

and it does slow people done. Comm. Corey stated the Wyman School is still under the auspices 

of the school department. Motion made and 2nd to have the DPW review signage, all in favor, 7-

0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-12 

On the request for school speed limit signage and crosswalk signage for streets near back of 

Woburn Memorial High school, which include Salem Street and Wade Avenue, Brenda Wells, 

37 Vernon Street, the petitioner, stated for the same reasons as before, there needs to be signage. 

Ms. Wells stated that there is old signage up there, and it is a school zone and should put up. Ms. 

Wells stated there is no speed limit school zone signage. Comm. Langone stated he recommends 

a motion like the last petition. Motion made and 2nd to have the DPW review signage, all in 

favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to return to the regular order of business, all in favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and 

Foley Absent). 

_________________________ 



 

2022-06 

On the request for enforcement of no trucking, slow dangerous curve sign, blind driveway sign, 

and Burlington school bus restrictions on Mountain Street, Maggie Spagnuolo, 27 Mountain 

Street, the petitioner, stated she is waiting to see what will happen. Ms. Spagnuolo stated it has 

been nicer because of the summer break. City Clerk Higgins stated that the Traffic Commission 

received a communication dated August 17, 2022 from Ellen Callahan Doucette, City Solicitor, 

regarding “Regulation of Vehicles (Bus) Access – Mountain Street.” Chair Dillon stated long 

story, short answer, that the busses cannot be restricted. Ms. Spagnuolo stated that traffic has 

picked up. Comm. DiMambro stated the had a discussion with the Burlington Superintendent of 

School to re-route the buses. Nicholas Spagnuolo, 27 Mountain Street, the petitioner’s spouse, 

stated there is a waive around 8:00 a.m. and then another wave around 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

when coming back. Ms. Spagnuolo stated buses are one issue, the dangerous curve and blind 

driveway are other issues. Chair Dillon stated they could have the DPW look at. Comm. Corey 

stated that they discussed this danger and both signs are warranted. Motion made and 2nd to have 

the DPW install a blind driveway sign and a dangerous curve sign in the vicinity of 27 Mountain 

Street at discretion of the DPW Superintendent, all in favor, 7-0-2 (Duran and Foley Absent). 

Comm. Cassidy states she wondered if another discussion with Burlington would be helpful. 

Comm. DiMambro sated he would gladly call them. Comm. DiMambro stated he would confer 

with Comm. Foley to see if he brought up the concerns with Burlington about safety. Comm. 

Stokes stated he would call too. Upon inquiry from the petitioner about the one way signs, 

Comm. Corey stated this has been discussed ad infinitum over the last six years and there just 

does not seem like a consensus and he is opposed to it. Comm. Corey stated they did a trial 

period four years ago. Comm. Corey stated it went from 300 cars to 60 cars in a day. Comm. 

Corey stated that there is a lot of history around this street, and it is bigger than just the people on 

this street. Comm. Langone stated he would not support a one way restriction, but perhaps 

residents only. City Clerk Higgins stated that no public hearing has been held on this current 

petition. Comm. Cassidy stated the resident were against this previously. City Clerk Higgins 

stated this is a public meeting. Comm. Corey stated if there were no concerns, he would consider 

it, but he does not speak for the street. Ms. Spagnuolo stated at the June meeting there were 

multiple residents, and the same residents are for it. City Clerk Higgins stated the last meeting 

they were discussing a do not enter sign on both ends. Chair Dillon stated they would try to work 

through it. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she is going through chemo treatment, and she wants to make 

sure small children do not get killed. Comm. Cassidy stated that the residents before were no, 

and time restriction people did not want. Comm. Cassidy stated that the presumption is that you 

are trying to cover morning school hours and afternoon hours. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she would 

like to when leave can go in either direction. City Clerk Higgins stated that would be a do not 

enter sign with time restrictions. Comm. Corey stated they are frowned upon but not not allowed. 

Comm. Stokes left the room. Motion made and 2nd to send a communication to have the Police 

Department provide accident data on Mountain Street between Main Street and Winter Street, all 

in favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes Absent). Motion made and 2nd to hold a public hearing 

on October 20, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. for Mountain Street Restrictions – at Winter Street between 

2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. and at Main Street between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., all in favor, all in 

favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes Absent). Motion made and 2nd that the residents on the 

following street get notice of the hearing:  Mountain Street, Townsend Street, Kearsage Avenue, 



Williams Lane,  and Ford Terrace, all in favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes Absent). Ellen 

Meuse, 23 Mountain Street, gave her sincerest condolences to Chair Dillon. Ms. Meuse stated 

that she has attended several meetings and that she is opposed, and nobody knocked on her door. 

Ms. Meuse stated that she wanted the dangerous curve, and that there has been flashing speed on 

a pole that seems to be shut off. Comm. Corey stated that the police were doing a speed study 

temporarily. Ms. Meuse stated there is a restriction on both Kearsage Avenue and Townsend 

Street and more restrictions will just be confusing and how would drivers know they are 

violating. Chair Dillon stated the police would question. Comm. Cassidy stated that if they 

follow along the GPS they would be violating the restriction. Comm. Corey stated there would 

be no resident only signs, just a time restriction. Comm. Cassidy left the room. Ms. Meuse stated 

there could be a slow children speeding sign. Comm. Cassidy entered the room. Ms. Meuse 

stated the CDL driver will be fined $55 and that she has lived here for 30 to 40 years and has 

never seen an accident. Upon inquiry from Ms. Meuse about the truck restrictions that were up or 

other signs that came down, City Clerk Higgins stated that the truck restrictions were not 

approved by MassDOT. Comm. Cassidy said the neighbors were unhappy with the other signs 

and did not want to make them permanent. Comm. Corey stated we will just go through the 

process again. Ms. Meuse stated that we this for one street we will have to do it for them all. 

_________________________ 

 

2022-08 

On the request for do not enter sign with restricted hours on Parkview Road, City Clerk Higgins 

stated the petitioner could not be here today. Motion made and 2nd to  lay the matter on the table, 

all in favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-09 

On the request for crosswalk and crosswalk sign on Alfred Street at Forest Glen Road, Craig 

Markiewicz, 11 Forest Glen Road, stated he provided material and showed the line of site and 

would like a crosswalk right on the end of Alfred Street. Mr. Markiewicz stated he was born on 

the street and has been living there for nine years now. Mr. Markiewicz stated there is a big need 

there and he is worried about a car jumping the curb. Comm. Corey stated this was an excellent 

submission, but DPW is not here, and it is his opinion that matters. Comm. Corey stated he 

would want to remand to the DPW Superintendent for the location. Comm. DiMambro stated 

that they desperately need one and is in support of it. Comm. Cassidy stated from the pictures 

there are no sidewalks, and you cannot have a crosswalk without sidewalks. Comm. Cassidy 

stated she wanted the DPW to weigh in on this and perhaps this already included in the five year 

capital improvement project. Comm. Corey stated that if it can be done then perhaps it can go 

through Chapter 90 funding, but the Commission does not have the authority to appropriate 

funds. Comm. Langone stated he approves this as he walks it every day and there are no 

connections. Comm. Langone stated that this is a smart location with the crest, and it is nowhere 

near this area, and he would support it. Mr. Markiewicz stated there is a small remaining portion 

but would need a curb cut on one side. Comm. Corey stated that it would need the tactile on both 

sides, but it is doable if the sidewalks go all the way down. Chair Dillon read a statement form 

Councilor Demers into the record. Motion made and 2nd to send a communication requesting that 

the DPW review the feasibility of a crosswalk, all in favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes 



Absent). Upon inquiry from Mr. Markiewicz, Comm. Corey stated if the petitioner sent him an 

email, he could then send something to the DPW beforehand. 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to adjourn, all in favor, 6-0-3 (Duran, Foley, and Stokes Absent). Meeting 

adjourned at 5:36 p.m. 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:          

 

           _____________________________________ 

            Lindsay E. Higgins 

City Clerk and Clerk of Traffic Commission 

 


