
MEETING OF THE 

CITY OF WOBURN 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

JANUARY 19, 2023 – 4:00 P.M.   

COUNCIL CHAMBER 

WOBURN CITY HALL 

  

 

Attending:  Comm. Tina Cassidy. Comm. John Corey, Comm. Lou DiMambro, Comm. John 

Duran, Comm. Joseph Foley, Comm. Anthony Langone, Comm. Charles Stokes, and Comm. 

Jeffrey Dillon (Chair). 

 

Absent:  Comm. Peter Socorelis. 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to waive the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve, 

all in favor, 7-0-1-1 (Cassidy Abstain; Socorelis Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

2022-09 

On the request for crosswalk and crosswalk sign on Alfred Street at Forest Glen Road, the 

petitioner, Craig Markiewicz, 11 Forest Glen Road, stated the crosswalk was potentially going to 

move west. Mr. Markiewicz stated since the last meeting Comm. Duran met with him at the site 

and talked through and found a different option then what was initially proposed because the 

street ends. Mr. Markiewicz stated the east side gives a better line of sight if not for one tree. 

Comm. Duran stated this is a tricky area. Comm. Duran stated the curbing on the west side 

would be the alternate version with merit to look at. Comm. Duran stated the Engineering 

Department looked at toward the east. Comm. Corey stated yes, his office did. Comm. Duran 

stated the short version is that he thinks there may be a solution on the east side if one tree is 

removed but it is on private property. Comm. Duran stated the petitioner is going to talk to the 

neighbor to see if it can be cut down, which would present the best line of site. Comm. Duran 

stated the other option with Forest Glen road to Barbara Circle is fairly reasonable but building 

sidewalks and getting easements are not easy. Comm. Duran stated the easy answer is to remove 

the one tree. Upon inquiry from Comm. Cassidy, Comm. Duran stated this is Plan B in  his mind 

as it is still tricky and longer path across the road. Comm. Duran stated the shorter time to cross 

the road is the safer. Mr. Markiewicz stated he spoke with the owner about the trees and he is 

adamant about the ones on the driveway should remain. Mr. Markiewicz stated he is not asking 

to have the cost bear on the owners of No. 36 and No. 38 to remove the trees. Mr. Markiewicz 

stated he would like to discuss with them. Comm. Duran stated he is not trying to push, but 

whatever is being constructed is not going to be done until the spring anyway. Upon inquiry 

from Comm. DiMambro, Comm. Duran stated that you cannot bring the sidewalks into the 

roadway, and that the GIS Map is not a professional survey. Comm. Duran stated this is not 

accurate and not a possibility. Comm. Langone stated that for the City it is cost effective to build 

on left side. Comm. Corey stated the most cost effective way to build on the right side and 

remove the trees. Comm. Corey stated the alternative with building sidewalks and getting 

easements are costly. Comm. Langone stated that a Go-Fund-Me may be an option to pay for the 



tree removal. Mr. Markiewicz thanked the commission and stated that this has been a learning 

process. Motion made and 2nd to table the matter to the next meeting, all in favor, 8-0-1 

(Socorelis Absent). 

_________________________ 

2022-17 

On the request for pedestrian crossing signs on Montvale Avenue in the area of 149 Montvale 

Avenue, the petitioner, Jane McLaughlin, 6 Holden Place, stated she had nothing new to add and 

she wanted temporary signs put up and flashing pedestrian signs. Upon inquiry from Comm. 

DiMambro, Comm. Corey stated the robust units are approximately $15,000 per unit and need 

one for each side, which includes materials and installation. Comm. Cassidy stated there has 

been a lot of petitions for dynamic signs. Comm. Cassidy stated because there are a lot of 

requests perhaps it would be helpful to come up with a list of priority locations. Comm. Cassidy 

stated they could evaluate the top 10 or 20 and have a running list. Comm. Corey stated that 

when doing two year list for complete streets we could include the priority. Comm. Corey stated 

the 12 to 16 proposed improvements would have the highest priority after any City Councilor 

priority. Comm. Corey stated that 10 of them will be $300,000 and perhaps these should be 

included in the capital budget. Comm. Corey stated we all have a say in the list of priorities, but 

that the DPW installs the lights and they should have priority, with Engineering and Police 

Department input. Motion made and 2nd to hold a Zoom meeting with DPW, Engineering, Police, 

and Fire to review the existing complete streets list of flashing pedestrian beacons and to add 

pedestrian beacons that have come before the Traffic Commission, prioritize the list and submit 

it back to the Traffic Commission for approval, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis Absent). Motion 

made and 2nd to add this petition to be considered for locations, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis 

Absent). 

_________________________ 

2022-19 

On the request for speed enforcement and Do Not Enter sign with time restrictions 6:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with residents only sign on Revere Road, Richard Gannon, 

59 Revere Road stated he has lived at his address for 1.5 years and noticed daily the cars flying 

up the street. Mr. Gannon stated that at the S-turn the speed limit is 20 m.p.h. to the end of the 

street. Mr. Gannon stated he walks to No. 61 for the bus stop. Mr. Gannon stated this is a cut 

through and drivers go way over the speed limit. Mr. Gannon stated he spoke to a couple of 

neighbors who have a dog and his four year old son and turned around to cross the street and a 

vehicle almost hit them. Mr. Gannon stated he wanted a temporary bump, speed limit signs, or 

maybe turn it into a one way. Mr. Gannon stated he knew making it a private way would be very 

complicated. Comm. Stokes stated the most reasonable solution is permanent speed signs. Mr. 

Gannon stated that at Stevin Drive at the corner of his house a tree is blocking the sign. Comm. 

Stokes stated that he was referring to the actual signs that tells the speed limit. Comm. Stokes 

stated that it do not enter residents only signs are illegal and cannot have, so having the do not 

enter for the entire neighborhood he does not buy into. Comm. Corey stated the commission has 

been through Revere Road before with three or four speed studies being done and the median 

speed was 34 m.p.h., so a prior petition that wanted to reduced the speed to 20 m.p.h. on the 

entire street was withdrawn because of the 85% rule and would make the speed limit go up to 35 



m.p.h. Comm. Corey stated that the city accepts Chapter 90 money for the street and public ways 

cannot be restricted for residents only. Comm. Corey stated these signs used to just be put up, but 

they are hugely problematic and cannot win in court. Comm. Corey is not in favor of restricting 

access to the street because of stupid drivers. Comm. Foley stated most of the proposals are not 

doable, perhaps the speed sign, but there are multiple speed limits signs on this road from 20 

m.p.h. to 30 m.p.h. Comm. Stokes stated this street has the most speed limit changes, and would 

not be surprised if each 1/4 mile was a different speed limit sign. Councilor Viola from Ward 7 

stated that he met with the petitioner and only saw a few vehicles and they were not going double 

the speed limit. Councilor Viola stated he spoke to some neighbors and they do not want do not 

enter signs nor a one way. Councilor Viola stated speed signs could be an option. Comm. Stokes 

stated the speed limits are typically being obeyed and Officer Gately has done enforcement. 

Comm. Stokes stated it is a cut through and the volume may be high, as people want to avoid 

lights. Comm. Stokes stated to just be careful with do not enter signs as was the enforcement 

issue on Schneider Court and George Avenue, and now the neighbors want the signs to come 

down. Councilor Viola stated residents do not want do not enter signs. Officer Gately stated he 

spent a little time doing radar on the street and got one person, though it was not prime time. 

Officer Gately stated they usually do the school zones in the morning. Officer Gately stated he 

did from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and one night he did not get anyone. 

Chair Dillon stated the appreciated the efforts of the Traffic Division and the Woburn Police 

Department. Ryan Smith, 10 Briscoe Street, stated he wanted to lend support for improvements 

in the area though he not necessarily the proposed petition. Mr. Smith stated he has dogs and he 

does not feel safe walking his dogs at night at that s-curve. Comm. Corey stated there has been a 

lot of traffic studies done in this area. Motion made and 2nd to approve flashing speed limit sign, 

all in favor, 6-2-1 (Corey and Duran Against; Socorelis Absent). Comm. Corey stated the reason 

for opposing the motion is that there is no funding. Comm. Duran stated by voting this it is 

giving residents a false expectation and if there is no funding, nothing will be put there. Upon 

inquiry, City Clerk Higgins stated that appropriations start with the Mayor and then go to City 

Council for approval, and back to the Mayor to sign. Comm. Duran stated that there needs to be 

a game plan for these requests because the commission cannot keep voting for things that do not 

have funding. Comm. Corey stated a half dozen could go to a committee. Chair Dillon stated he 

does not want to give a false impression if it is not going to happen. Chair Dillon stated perhaps 

the commission should ask the Mayor to come. City Clerk Higgins stated that appropriations 

start with the Mayor and then go to City Council for approval, and back to the Mayor to sign. 

Comm. Cassidy stated they can do a study to see how much it will cost. Comm. Corey stated a 

cost estimate could be done and put it in the capital budget and he can act on it. Motion made 

and 2nd to send a communication to the Mayor to consider budget funding for pedestrian crossing 

signs and flashing speed signs, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis Absent). 

_________________________ 

2022-20 

On the request for One Hour Parking restrictions in the vicinity of 166 Main Street, appearing for 

the petitioner Charles Southwick who owns of C&J Coins and Jewelry located at 166 Main 

Street, John Flanagan stated they are looking for one hour parking in front of the store on Main 



Street. Mr. Flanagan stated several people park in there cars there all day. Comm. Cassidy stated 

that this area is a strip of businesses, all commercial, on the first floor. Mr. Flanagan stated there 

is a new business in the area and that all the employes of that business park all day not residents. 

Mr. Flanagan stated they are looking for the whole strip to be restricted to help other businesses 

in the area. Upon inquiry from Comm. Cassidy, Mr. Flanagan stated two hour parking 

restrictions would be great. Mr. Flanagan stated he is open from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and the 

same cars are there the entire time and there is a parking lot for the store on the end. Mr. 

Flanagan stated if there is no parking, and customers are forced to park at the CVS parking lot, 

they must cross two roads. Comm. Cassidy stated she stated others going to the hair salon may 

take a couple of hours so two hours may be better. Comm. Corey stated two hours forces the 

employees to park somewhere else. Comm. Cassidy stated they can park legally on the side 

streets. Mr. Flanagan stated it is unfair that some people are out front all the time. Mr. Flanagan 

stated the employees and the owners of the new business have been there. Mr. Flanagan stated 

his owner has been there 28 years and parking has just become a problem now. Comm. Corey 

stated that there can be five spaces 20 feet long for two hours to provide enough. Mr. Flanagan 

stated 170 Main Street has a parking lot. Comm. Corey stated from his math it seems there could 

be eight spaces that fit there and striped and have to be aware of the five feet for both sides of the 

hydrant. Mr. Flanagan stated there is also a bus stop near the crosswalk that would take up 10 

feet. Comm. DiMambro stated that four should be two hour limit, and four should be 

unrestricted. Comm. Corey stated there is 62 feet along the building which should be enough for 

spots. Comm. DiMambro made a motion which was 2nd by Comm. Foley to amend Schedule 1 

of the Traffic Code to reflect four two hour spots and 4 unrestricted spots. Before a vote was 

called, Comm. Cassidy stated it makes sense to table the matter to get exact language. Comm. 

Corey stated he will get all the dimensions and put everything into a motion. Comm. DiMambro 

and Comm. Foley withdrew their motions. Motion made and 2nd to table the matter to the next 

meeting, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis Absent). 

_________________________ 

2022-21 

On the request for No Parking restrictions between 17 and 19 Carlson Way to prevent blockage 

of city easement, Petitioner Attorney Mark J. Salvati, Attorney At Law, 57 Arlington Road, 

Woburn, Massachusetts 01801, stated the developer has as built plans and a lot of construction, 

and they are asking for no parking signs between 17 and 19 Carlson Way. Attorney Salvati stated 

there is no curb cut and there is a dip in the road so that DPW can access the easement. Comm. 

Corey stated the commission can put up the standard no parking signs. Comm. Duran stated 

there is a concrete pole there, and that he recommends approval. Motion made and 2nd to approve 

the following for a first reading, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis Absent): 

 

ORDERED Be it ordered that Schedule 1 Parking Restrictions of the 2017 Woburn Traffic 

Code, as amended, be further amended by adding the following:  

 

CARLSON WAY – No parking on the southerly side for the length of the drain 

easement between 17 and 19 Carlson Way. 

 

Comm. Duran stated this needs to be closed so no parking in case of an emergency. 

 



_________________________ 

Comm. Corey left the chamber. 

_________________________ 

2022-22 

On the request for flashing pedestrian crossing sign at the Old Tarky School lot (244 Russell 

Street), appearing on behalf of the petitioner, Ryan Smith, 10 Briscoe Street, stated there is a 

crosswalk at the end of Silvermine Road. Mr. Smith stated that at this stretch of road and 

crosswalk cars are not stopping for pedestrians. Mr. Smith stated they would like to request some 

additional enforcement as there is a new trail there at the Old Tarky School. Comm. Corey 

entered the chamber. Mr. Smith stated the goal is to make it safer to cross and is open to any 

suggestions. Comm. Foley stated he looked at both crosswalks in that area, and the easterly one 

has signage and the westerly one does not. Comm. Foley the easterly one is the one by Dix Road. 

Mr. Smith stated the signage from up the street could potentially work. Comm. Foley stated in 

the short term the yellow reflective signs should go up. Comm. Duran stated he will take a look, 

but the blinking light requests are out of control. Comm. Duran stated typically this is a roadway 

and there is signage and a crosswalk. Comm. Duran stated there is a major issues that has come 

in the past ten or twelve years with speed studies, and people are not speeding. Comm. Duran 

stated he does not want to speak for the police, but the speed studies show people are going 30 to 

35 m.p.h. and are not speeding. Comm. Duran stated we cannot go 20 m.p.h. across the entire 

city. Mr. Smith stated that people are not stopping. Comm. Stokes stated he has not done a speed 

study on Russell Street, but perhaps Sgt. Mooney had. Comm. Stokes stated the crosswalk does 

not look like it has the newer fluorescent signs which would be much more cost effective. 

Comm. Stokes stated the blinking lights give a sense of false security. Comm. Langone stated the 

curb cut is not ADA compliant and it needs signage. Comm. Langone stated that the reflective 

signs are easier, and it seems dangerous crossing there when drivers are coming around that 

corner. Comm. Corey stated that it is more sufficient to put pedestrian crosswalk signs on both 

sides of the crosswalk. Comm. Corey stated that you have to assume that vehicles see a person in 

the crosswalk and then stope. Comm. Cassidy stated she had to leave the meeting but she 

supports reflective signs. Comm. Cassidy left the chamber. Ward 7 Councilor Viola read the 

following statement into the record:  “As we all know Russell Street is one of the busiest traveled 

streets in the entire city and even though speeds are posted 35 mph they are adhered to. Russell 

Street has a lot of people who walk leisurely, run and walk their dogs on it. This is a fully 

residential area with many young children and a bus stop in close proximity. There are a lot of 

line-of-sight issues on this road especially in the areas of cross walks. The location of this 

crosswalk is when you are coming up the first hill on Russell Street right before the crest. When 

traveling North it would be easy to miss this crosswalk while operating a vehicle. While 

traveling South there is a clear line of sight and pedestrian trying to cross would be seen easier. I 

believe that  this is the only crosswalk on Russell Street that is not clearly marked with any 

crosswalk signage, and a solar powered pedestrian actuated sign would greatly increase 

pedestrian visibility in this area. Also, from dusk to dawn this area is dimly lit. I would also like 

to question if this crosswalk is ADA compliant as there is no detectable warning surface on 

either side of the crosswalk. I am aware that there is always some trepidation when approving 

flashing pedestrian crosswalk signs and that this commission is not the source for the funding of 

such items. However, if you were to approve this item, I can assure you that I will do my due 



diligence and work to secure the funding form those who can provide it including the Mayor and 

my fellow City Councilors.” Comm. Corey stated that the handicapped study and right of ways 

will be picked up and can add them to the list to look at. Motion made and 2nd that the DPW 

Superintendent inspect the area of the Old Tarky School and to add retro reflectivity advance 

signs in the area at his discretion, all in favor, 7-0-2 (Cassidy and Socorelis Absent). 

_________________________ 

2022-23 

On the request for stop sign on Patriot Road at the intersection with Independence Drive, Mark 

Kelly, 42 Independence Dive, stated he wanted a stop sign at the Patriot Road. Mr. Kelley stated 

vehicles cannot see people driving because of the line of trees. City Clerk Higgins stated there is 

no stop sign there in Schedule 3 of the Traffic Code. Comm. Foley stated one stop sign on Patriot 

Road should stop people, as it should be commonsense. Comm. Duran stated this could be added 

to his list. Comm. Langone stated there should be a blind road sign on Patriot Road. Comm. 

Duran stated that four way stop would be too many. 

 

Motion made and 2nd to approve the following for a first reading, all in favor, 7-0-2 (Cassidy and 

Socorelis Absent): 

 

ORDERED Be it ordered that Schedule 3 Stop Signs of the 2017 Woburn Traffic Code, as 

amended, be further amended by adding the following: 

 

PATRIOT ROAD – Southeastbound at Independence Drive. 

 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to adjourn, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Socorelis Absent). Meeting adjourned at 

5:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:          

 

           _____________________________________ 

            Lindsay E. Higgins 

City Clerk and Clerk of Traffic Commission 

 


