
WELCOME TO WOBURN

A brief look at how we've grown

Today, more than

40,000 residents and

3,000 businesses call

Woburn home. 

First fire engine was purchased

Electric lights introduced 

1713

1753

Middlesex Canal opened in 1803, spurring a boom for

leather tanneries which transitioned Woburn from an

agricultural economy to industry. Today, we are 

still known as the Woburn Tanners.

1931
The building where

City Hall is currently

located on Common

Street was dedicated

as City Hall in 1931.

Woburn was settled in 1640
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1640

1828

Count Rumford (Benjamin Thompson) was

born in 1753. Among other things, he
invented the drip coffee pot. Thank you,

caffeine energy.

The first school house was built in 
1713. Today 4500 students learn 
each day in the Woburn Public 
Schools. Students also attend 
Northeast Metro Tech for high 
school vocational education.

The first town meeting was

held in 1643. Today, Woburn

has seven wards - each
represented by a city council

representative. City council

elections are held every 2

years.

1643

1879

The first fire engine

was purchased in

1828.  In 2023

Woburn unveiled

a  new, modern fire

headquarters.

Our historic gem, the Woburn Public

Library, opened in 1879. Today it

boasts an impressive book collection,

hosts more than 1,000 programs a

year for residents of all ages, and even

lends study rooms, computers

museum passes and more.

1885

1990

Electrical lights were introduced in
1885. Today we manage additional

modern conveniences including 200
miles of roads, 70 miles of pipes and

more than 4,000 storm drains. We
are also home to the fully operational
1908 steam engine that was used to

operate Horn Pond water pumps
before wells were installed. 

Woburn's history is captured
visually in our city seal. The
building featured is the historic
Woburn Public Library by
architect Henry Hobson
Richardson.  At the top you will
find a knife used by tanneries
which was our first industry. The
shield honors the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts seal, with Sumac
which was used in the tanning
process along the side. 

Our community enjoys recreational

opportunities, celebrating nature, and
getting our bodies moving. We offer: public

pools, tennis & pickle ball courts, a golf
course, baseball fields, playgrounds,

community gardens, walking paths through

conservation land and more.

1803

In 1990 the police station

moved out of the basement of

City Hall, and into a new police

headquarters on Harrison

Avenue.

In 2005 Woburn Public Media takes to the

airways via cable TV. Today, the community is

kept informed via broadcasts on TV, YouTube
and on-demand via their website.

2005 Woburn Public Media is formed


